CHAP. XL]                HINDUISM  DISORGANIZED.

India. An eye-witness to the great battle of Paniput, in 1761,
describes how the. Musalmau cavalry charged with the cry of
Ya Allah, while the Marathas came on with their shouts of
IIur9 Hur, MttJtadeo. The two armies appealed to different
gods: the divinities of Indi"a were still separated into hostile
camps, as in the days of the Trojan war. In. India this might
be still an everyday-incident; but such war-cries have not been
heard for many centuries in any of the battles that have been
fought on the fields of Europe or Western Asia; though men
Lave contended fiercely enough to ascertain by ordeal of
battle which revelation of the One God is true, who was his
messenger, and what may,;J>e the right interpretation of the
message*

But though India was never thoroughly subdued by the sword
of Islam, and though the country only became partially Ma-
Iiomedaii, }Tet the whole framework of her institutions was shaken
aud dislocated by incessant resistance. The* Mahoinedans dis-
organized Hinduism without substituting any strong religious
edifice of their own, as they managed to do elsewhere.    The
military adventurers, who founded dynasties in Northern India
and carvod out kingdoms in the Dekhan, care.d little for things
spiritual; most of them had, indeed, no time for proselytism.
being   continually   engaged   in   conquest   or   in  civil   war.
They were usually rough* Tartars or Moghals; themselves ill
grounded in the faith of Mahomed, and untouched by the true
Semitic enthusiasm, which inspired the first  Arab standard-
bearers of Islam.    The empire which they set up was purelj*
military, and it was kept in that state by the half-success of
their conquests and the comparative failure of their spiritual
invasion.    They were strong enough to prevent anything like
religious amalgamation among the Hindus, and to check the
gathering of tribes into  nations; but so far were they from
converting India,  that  among the  Mahoniedans themselves
their own faith never acquired an entire and exclusive mono-
poly of the high offices of administration.    They only managed
to maintain for several centuries an absolute government ad-
ministered by a few great officers, and surrounded by a hierarchy
of captains of thousands  and ten thousands, who held assign*